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ADVERTISEMENT 

Prefixed to the French edition. 

TH E Mercury of Trance for the 
month of December 1731, makes 
mention of a young wild girl found 
in the wood of Songi near Chalons in 
Champagne. What follows is the 
mod authentic account of her that 
I have been able to procure, as well 
from my converfattons on diflferent 
occafions with herfelf, as. from the 
information of others who knqw her 
liefore (he began tafpeak French. 








PREFACE. 

^ ■ t H E public is here prefented with a 
• I tranflation of a pamphlet^ of which, it 
JL is believed, there are very few copies 
in this iiland, and thefe not to be 
found in the bookfeUcrs (hops, but in the pof- 
feffioa of fomc curious perfons. Nor is it com- 
monly to be met with even in France, where it 
was iirft publiflied, moft of the copies being in 
the hands of Madamoifelle Le Blanc, the extra- 
ordinary perfonage whofe hiftory it contains, 
vfho mikes a fniall profit by the fale of tlicra. 

This narrative was drawn up under the im- 
mediate infpedlion of M. de la Condamine, 
whofe curiofity and accuracy, in matters of this 
fort, is univcrfally known ; and the commence- 
ment of whofe acquaintance and connection with 
Madamoifelle Le Blanc will be found in pagd 22. 
It not only bears in its bofom the plaineft maiks 
of truth and authenticity ; but if any doubt on 
this head remained, the fafts it relates could be 
ftillattefted by many living witnefles. The woman 
herfelf is yet alive, at leaft fhe was fo in the year 
1765, * when the tranflator had an opportunity of 

a 2 feeing 

* For the fatisfa<5lion of any of the readers of this 
pamphlet who may happen to be at Paris, and have 
the curiofity of paying a vifit to MgLdamoifclle Le 
Blanc, I here give her addrefsin the year 1765 ; but 
whether fhe has iince changed her lodgin^^ I da 
not know. It was thus: <* RtiC St. Aitoint ^rejc^at 
"^ *^^is a 9fj la vleilU rue du Tem^U avX tto'if^em^ t\a.^« 
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feeing hei> in fcveral different converfations that 
flie had with a Scotch gentleman of diftindlion 
then at Paris, whowas introduced to her by M. de la 
•Condamine, and who again mentioned her to moft 
of the Britifh pcribns of diftinftion then at Paris, 
to fome of whom he likeways introduced her. 
To that gentleman Lc^ Blanc confirmed with her 
owp mouth, in the hearing of the tranflator, 
every circumftancc in this relation ; mention- 
ing at the fame time feveral pwticulars not here 
taken notice of. The tranflator likewifc attend- 
ed the fame gentleman in a journey which he 
made, merely with a view of fearching to the 
bottom every circumftancc of this curious hifto- 
ry, all the way from Rheims to Chalons, in a 
convent of which town Le Blanc was placed very 
foon aftei- being taken ; and from thence to 
Songi, the place of her' capture. In that jour- 
ney he had occafion to hear all thefe pa^^ticulars 
amply confirmed, both by the abbefs of the con- 
vent in which flic had refided at Chalons, as 
well as by feveral other perfons of that place, 
and likewife "by feveral of the inhabitants of the 
tillage of Songi, who had been vvitneffes to her 
capture, and to the fadts which immediately 
followed. Thefe perfons too, particularly the 
abbefs, mentioned feveral little anecdotes of Le 
Blanc omitted in this narrative ; fuchas fome in- 
ftances of her furpriflng agility in climbing walls, 
and running on the tops of houfes, and of her 
Jmkudng the notes of finging birds, fuch as the 
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nightingale, and that fo naturally, as often ta 
deceive the people of the convent. One of the 
chief objefts of this gentleman's journey to Songi, 
was to view the bludgeon ufed by Le Blanc 
as her principal weapon, in her wild ftate, 
which fhe faid was in the pofleffion of the Vif- 
count d'Epinoy, the proprietor of Songi. From 
fome charafters which Le Blanc informed him. 
were engraved oa this bludgeon, this gentleman 
hoped to have beeri able to form more certain 
conjechires about her. native country, and tlu- 
more early part of her hiftory and adventures. 
Unluckily, however, the Vifcount had fet out 
from his feat at Songi about half an hour before 
our arrival, and no body appeared' who could' 
give any information about the bludgeon. 

This particulars above mentioned, which the 
gentleman whoiil I attended, learned in the fe- 
veral converfations he had with Madamoifelle, 
and which make no part of the following nar- 
rative, are chiefly thefe.— That fhe remembered 
the country fhe came from was a very cold coun- 
try, covered with fnow a great part of the year : 
That the children there are accuflomed to the 
water from the moment of their birth, and 
learn to fwim as foon as to walk. — That they 
are alfo taught very early to climb trees ; and a 
child of a year old there, is able to climb a tree. 
That the people live in liu\c Yiwx&^&^Nt ^^ ^*^* 
rer, like beavers, and fubfift. c\ut&<i \s^ ^^vci.V 
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She hcrfelf was fo much ufed to the water, that 
when fhe firft came to France, fhe could oot 
live without it, and was in ufe to plunge into it 
over head and ears, and to continue in it fwim* 
ming about and diving like an otter, or any other 
amphibious animal : And when they reftrained 
her from this praftice, after fhe was a little 
tamed and civilized, {he thought her health fuf- 
fered for want of it. 

She fuppofes (he was a child only about fcvcn 
or eight years of age,- when ihe was carried a» 
way from her pwn country ; yet, by that time, 
flie had learnt to fwim, %Q &0x^ to fhoot with the 
how and arrow, to climb, and to leap from one 
tree to another like a fquirrel. She was taken 
up at fea, where fhe was, with other children, 
. fet in a little round canoe, which was covered 
with a ikin that drew about her middle like a 



purfe, and prevented the water from getting in : 
For (he favs, it is the manner in her country, 
to put the children early out to fea in fuch ca- 
noes, in order to accuftom them to bear the fea, 
which breaks over them ; and tho' it may over- 
turn the caaoe, does not fink it. — ^When fhe 
was taken up, fhe was put aboard, a great fhip, 
and was carried to a warm country, where fhe 
was fold for a flave ; the pcrfon who fold her 

^ving firft painted her all over black, with a 

a 
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a view, no doubx» tg make her pafs for & 
xiegroe. 

She fays further of the couatry from which 

ihe was thus carried away, that the people there 

Jiad no cloathing but fkinsi^ and had no ufe of 

fire at all, fo that when {he came to France, flie 

could not bear the fire, and hardljr even the clofe 

tir of a room^ or the breaths of perfons who 

were near her. There were, {he fays, another 

fort of men in this country, who were bigger 

and {iroi^r than her people, and all covered 

with hair ; and thaie people were at war with 

'her people, and uied to eat them when they 

could catch them. 

I)i th£ hot country to which {he was £r{l car- 
.tied, {he iays ihe was re-embarked, and pcr> 
form'd a very long voyage, during which the ' 
ma{ler, to whom ihe had been {bid, wanted to 
.make her work, paiticulai^ly, at a fort of needle 
worki which obliged her to crouch and then 
look up ; and when {he woukL not work, he beat 
her; but her mi{b:e&, who, £lie thinks, fpokc 
French, was very kind to her, and would hide 
her when her ma{ler was fecking lier to make her 
work.— That the {hip having been wrecked, the 
crew took to the boat ; but {he, and a negroe 
girl that was on board, were Irft to {hift for 
ibetafelves. The negroe girl, (he fays, could 
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not fwim fo well as fhc, and therefore (he was 
obliged to aflift her, and ihe kept herfelf above 
water, by taking hold of Le Blanc's foot ; and, 
in this way, they both got on fhore. — They then 
traveried a great tradt of country, commonly 
travelling all night, and fleeping in the day-time 
on the tops of trees : And they fubiifled upon 
roots which fhe dug out of the ground with her 
lingers, and particularly with her thumb, which 
by that, and by the ufe fhe made of it in 
climbing and leaping from tree to tree, was much 
bix)ader, and every way larger than the thumbs 
of other people. — ^Thcy alfo cateh'd as much game 
as they could, which they eat raw with the warm 
blood in it, in the fame manner as a hawk or 
wild beaft does ; and fhe remembers particularly, 
that they kill'd a fox, of which they only fuck'd 
the blood, finding the flefh very difagreeable. 
She remembers alfo that they catch'd a hind.— > 
She fays farther, that befides the being able to 
fubfifl herfelf in the manner above mentioned, 
fhe had leam*d the ufe of feveral roots and 
herbs, which were g(ft)d for the flomach and 
head, and could cure wounds.— She had alfo 
learnt to imitate the notes of birds, which was 
the only mufic known in her country. 

The change of life which fhe underwent, after 
flie was taken and tamed, agreed very ill with 
her; Fgr befides what fh^ fuffered by being re- 

flrained 
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ftrained from the water, as is mentioned above, the 
viduals prepared with fire (he could not digeft, 
by which ihe was reduced to very great extre- 
mity : And a phyfician being call'd to her, he, 
to mend the matter, blooded her fevcrely, fay- 
bg, that it was ncceflary to change her habit, 
and put French blood into her veins : And whe- 
ther it be the efFeft of the change of her life, 
or of the prefer iption of this doftor-, or of both, 
(he is at prefent, at leaft was in the 1765, in a 
poor ftate of health, having loft all her extraor- 
dinary bodily faculties, and retaining nothing of 
the favage, but a certain wildncls in her look, 
and a Very great ftomach. 

She has loft almoft entirely the language of 
her countiy, remembering only the tone of it, 
and manner of fpeaking, and fome wild cries, 
with which ihe ufed to frighten the French peo- 
ple firft after flie was caught ; and it was by 
the/e cries, and by figns, that fhe converfed 
with her companion the negro girl, who did 
]pot fpeak nor underftand her language, but had 
a language of her own, of which Lc Blanc on- 
ly remembered one word, viz. Broutut^ figni- 
fying any thing that was eatable. — As to her 
own language, fhe fays it was all fpoken from 
tlie throat, with very little ufe of the tongue, and 
none at all of the lips ; and this fhe reprcfent- 
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^ tci'ror and aftonilhment of every body t 
heard her. 

Shk Had, whea fhe was caught at Songi) 

6/ufig^oi:i above mentioned, which flie wore 

ft poucH by her fide ; fhe called it boutou^ \ 

J (hid, clia.t it had fbme charaftcrs engraved uj 

/ Ac /lancile of it ; And befides this, fhe ha 

hngcr- ftick, with three pieces of iron at 

^Md oF ir, one in the middle fharp and point 

^iid tHc3otHcr two upon the fides hooked; s 

'/je «/fe .£hc made of it, was to flab any n 

^afb 4:1^ &,t: attack'd her, with the fharp poi 

. ^cf \^it::km. tlie hooks fhe affifted herfelf in clij 

« tj'c^s^ by catching hold of the brand 

^ ^ ifc^ £1m^s it was particularly ufeful to her 

^^titJii-r-M^r -lier againft the bears, when they 

^pt^cJ tr>c:> follow her up the trees. This ^ 

^> /-/i<S' :£ZAyrs, fhe brought with her from 

^o^^ ^~^ ^mr^-y^ but the other from her owm 

^*^ o ivr t J -i.<^ ibovc panicuiirs which I Ic 

.1 _^*^'*' ^^^^'^^i^ iiiouth, I djink I am able tc 
. ^^^ci" ^:.^-*^^^^. ^Yit countiy ot which 

ti .J -tlie author of the following 

»ej^* *^"^ ^^ «=■ *• to be an Efquimaux. Bui 

■'i'e i^*^ "^ "^ riafficient to refute thjs no 

^''<-atUM~ -^'^^^ -*- f*i«- complexion, a fn^ocih 

^ "^ s foft as thof; of an Luvo 
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cd in a very lively manner, fo as to convince c- 
vcry body who heard her, that her language was 
no more than a colledHon of guttural founds, 
with very little Articulation. Her mouth, Ihe 
fays, when (he was caught, was much Icfs than, ; 
k is now, and almoft round; and when fht ' 
laughed, (ht did not open her mouth as we do, ^ 
but made a little motion with her upper lip, 
and a noifc in her throat, by drawing her breath 
inwards.— She remembers fome of the idioms of 
her language, fuch as, for " wounding a man," 
to fnnk€ him red; and, inftead of ** killing," 
fhe ufed tht phrafe, t^ make him Jleep long; and 
that the common falutation in her country, is, 
I fee you, — She remembered alfo a good deal of 
the funeral ceremonies ufed in her country ; 
and, particularly, that the dead man was fet up 
in a kind of cafe, fomething like an arm chair, and 
was addreft by his neareft relation, in a fpeech, 
of which fhc gave the fubftance in French, 
importing, that he had eyes, yet could not fee ; 
cars, yet could not hear; legs, yet could not 
walk ; a mouth, yet could not eat ; what then 
was become of him ? and whither was he gone ? 
And the ceremony was concluded with what 
flie call'd un cri de trifteffe, which was a horrid 
ihriek that fhe ufed firfl when fhe was caught, 
upon every occafion of furprizc or diftrcfi, to 

the 
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the terror ami aftbnilhment of every body that 
heard her. 



Shb had> whea fhe was caught at Songi, the 
.blufl^on above mentioned, which fhe wore in 
a pouch by her fide; (he called it toutou^ and 
faid, that it had feme charafters engraved upon 
the handle of it ; And befides this, fhe had a 
longer ftick, with three pieces of iron at the 
end of it, one in:the middle Iharp and pointed, 
and the. nther two upon the fide^ hooked; and 
tht ufe ihe made .of it, was to ftab any wild 
hczd chat attacked her, with the fharp point ; 
and with the hooks fhe alQifled herfelf in climb- 
ing trees, by catching :hold of the branches; 
and flic fj^ys it was particularly ufeful to her, in* 
defelidiiigher againft the bears, when they at- 
teitipted to follow her up the trees. This wea- 
pon, ihe fays, (he bi*oiight with her from the 

- hot country, but the Other from her own^ 

- From tlifi ibovc particuiars which I. learnt 
from her own moutb, I think. I am able to fix, 
with fome certaii^ty, the countiy of which flic 
is a native. Tlie author of the following rela- 
tiou makes her to be an Efquimaux. Rut her* 
appearance is fiifficient to refute this noiicn ;. 
for fhe is of a fair complexion, a fmooih Ikin,. 
and features as foft as thof^ of an Euroocai. 
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Whereas the people of the Efquimaux nation, 
are, by the accounts of all travellers, the uglieft 
of men, of the harfheft and moft difagreeable 
features, and all covered w'/H hair. But tho* 
our author is miftaken as to the race of people, 
yet I think fke is not miftaken in tl^^ fituation 
of the country ^hich flic gives to her, for it 
cert^nly is a very cold country ; and the people, 
which flxe defcribes as living in the neighbour- 
hood of her nation, can be no other than the 
Efquimaux: And¥4ienweadd to this, what tra« 
vellers tell us of a certain race of people, who 
are fair, of fmooth fkins, and foft features, li- 
ving in the country of Labrador, upon the Eaft 
fide of Hudfon's bay, in the neighbourhood of 
the Efquimaux ; ♦we can hardly doubt that 
Madamoifellc le Blanc is one of that race of peo- 
ple, and that her country is the coaft of Hud- 
fon*s bay. And I think it is highly probable, 
that the girb mentioned in the letter of Ma- 
dame Dupleffis de St. Helene, which is fub- 
joined to this relation, who are faid to have li- 
ved at Quebec, and to have died in the hofpital 
there^ were of this race of people, tho* they are, 
by miftake^ called Efquimaudes by Madame Du- 
plcffis«. 

But 
^^ke a colleikibn of French voyages to the 



PREFACE. xui 

But fiarther, I think there is the greateft 
realbn to believe, from the au^count which ihe 
gives of the language of her country, that fhc 
is originally of Huron race, or at leaft, of a nation 
{peaking the Huron language, the ufe of which, 
we know, is very wide fpread over all the continent 
oi North America, This appears from the ac- 
ecnint of that language given us by two authors, 
who have both furipiiihed us with a fort of gram- 
mar and di<5lionary of the language. The one 
is Gabriel Sagat, a recollect of the order of St. 
Francois, who was the firft ecclefiaftic that went 
among the Hurons about the year 1630. His 
book is exceeding rare, ^d not to be found a* 
n3nrhere, ib far as I know, except in the French 
King^s library. The other is an author betteif 
known, namely, the Baron La Hon tan, who 
travelled a great deal in North America, and 
appears to have fludied very diligently, both the 
language, and the manners of the inhabitants. 
Theft two authors both agree, that the Hurons 
have no ufe of labial confonants, fuch as B, P, 
M, &c. and La Hontan fays, that they never 
feut their lips in fpeaking ; and he fays that he has 
employed four days in endeavouring toteacha Hu- 
ron the pronunciation of our labial letters, but to 
no purpofc, — * Gabriel Sa^at fays, that they could 
not pronounce the G, which is a lingual confonant , 

b 3 and 

/ 

* La Houtan*s memoirs, vol. 2d, p. 219.* 
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and thereforc,they could not pronounce his name 
of Gabriel, but calPd it Jieueil ; and the confo- 
nants they ufed moft were guttural confonant$, 
fuch as K, Q^ X. From which account it is 
plain, that the Huron is juft fuch a language, 
as Madamoifelle Le Blanc defcribed her native 
language, namely, cries ia the throat, a little 
broken and articulated by fome guttural eonfo- 
nants, with very little ufe of the tongue, and 
none at all of the lips. 

. As to^o country to which ihe wa& firfi! car- 
ried, I can difcover it with iiill greater certainty 
from the nam© which ihfl geve tOf heir bludgeon, 
viz. BoMtoUi ajid the.chajFaj^et-s. whioh fli» faid 
were engraved. up0i3i it. Fof there is aa account 
publiihed by the Sieur La Beaud of the Carib- 
bee ifl^nda,. in which he telis.us, that the Carib- 
bees ufe a weapon of thi^ foct, which they call. 
Boutou : And he obferyes particularly^ that they 
have gravings- upon it, by way o£ ornament,, 
which they fill up with fdinu It therefore ap- 
pears to me certain, that the warm country to 
which Madamoifelle l^e Blanc was firft carried, 
was one of the Caribbees or Antilles iflands; 
and that though ihe may have brought with her 
the bludgeon from her own country, yet (he 
certainly learned the name of it among the Ca* 
ribbces. Her other weapon, above defcribed, 
flie (&ed TriHe, which I think is very probably 

a 
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a word of the Caribbce language. And it if 
very natiiral to fuppofe, that ihe fhould remem- 
ber more terms of that language than- of her own^ 
having come laft from that country ; and having, 
as I imagine, ftaid fome confiderable time in it : 
For though, as flie fays, fhc was only fcvcn Or 
eight years of age when ihe was carried away 
from her own country, fhe appeared to be of 
the age of tliirteen or fourteen, when flic was 
taken in the woods of Champagne, as the pcopk 
of Songi informed me. 

And thus the hiftory of Madamoifellc Lc 

Bianc feems fhortly to be, that flic is originally 

of a white race of people, living fomewherc u])- 

on the cpaft of Hudfon's Bay. — ^That flie was 
carried off when a child by a French Ihip 

trading in that bay, with an intention to make a 
flave of her, and to pafs her for a negroe girl ; 
for which purpofe flie was painted black. — That 
(he was firft carried to one of the Caribbec 
iflands belonging to the French, from whence 
fhe was brought to Europe in a fliip which was 
wrecked probably fomewhere upoxi the coaft oi 
France. 

The learned who have read what the ancient 
authors, and particularly Diodorus Siculus in 
his third book of Univerfal Hiftoiy, have told us 
of the favage nations of thofe times, will not be 
much furprifed with the account UtYtqj\^Yv.tA>ix\% 
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)vild gifl ; and the fa^ arc fo attcftcd, that thcy- 
caanotbc doubted of, except bythofc-whorcjcft- 
ing all teftimony, ancient or modem, to the con- 
trary, verefolvcd to believe that man, the moft 
various of all animals, in the many different 
ftates through which he paffcs, continues ftiir 
the very fame animal, endued with the fame 
powers of mind and body, living in the fame- 
manner, and governed by the fame notions and 
opinions; a propofition which appears to me 
incredible in itfclf, though it were not contra- 
difted by the whole hiftory of mankind. 

^Fhe vulgar will be entertained with this re- 
Ution much in the fame manner as they are. 
with the hiftory of Robinfon Crufoe ; but to the 
philofopher it will appear matter of curious fpe- 
culation ; and he will draw from it confequcnccs 
not fo obvious to the generality of readers. He 
will obferve with amazement, the progreffion of 
our fpecies from an animal fo wild, to men fuch 
as we. He will fee evidently, by this example, 
that though man is by his natural bent and in- 
clination difpofed to fociety, like many other 
animals, yet he is not by natural neceffity focial, 
nor obliged to live upon a joint ftock, like ants 
or bees ; but is enabled, by his natural powers, 
to provide for his own fubfiftence, as much as. 
any other animal, and more than moft, as his 
means of fubfiftence are more various. In 

tracing 
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tracing back the Ibttg Ifaeof man's progreffion,' 
he fitill'difcoiTier. another ftateoffonr nature, e- 
vetibeybnd' d^ai:^ in which: this^girl wli, however 
near it may feem to- the origiHal| I mean the 
ftatc before language was- invented, that is, the* 
conununication^ of' general ideas, by the articu- 
lation of the voice, when men were literally, as 
the poet deftribes them,, mutum et turpt pecys : 
For it is impoffible to fuppoTe, that language, 
the moft wondor&l art among men, ihould have 
been born with : us, and pradifed by us from 
mere infliuA, tinlefs we could at the fame time 
fuppofe, that other arts came into the world with 
us in the fame manner ; nor can we believe that 
it was fooner invented than other arts much 
Icfs difficult, and more obvious. 

In this manner, the philofopher will difcover 
a ftate of nature, very different from what is 
commonly known by that name : And from this 
point of view, he will fee, — That thofe fupe- 
rior faculties of mind, which diftinguifli our 
nature from that of any other animal on 
this earth, arc not congenial with it, as to 
the exercife or energy, but adventitious and ac- 
quired, being only at firft latent powers in our 
nature, which have been evolved and brought 
into exertion by degrees, in the courfe of our 
progreffion above mentioned, from one ftatc to 
another^ —That the ratiotialman has grown out of 
the mere animal^ and that reafon^^xi& animal fifi^ 
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fat ion i however diftlnA wc may imagine them, 
run into one another by fiich inienfible degrees, 
that it is afiidifficult, or perhaps more difficult, to 
draw the line betwixt thefc two, than betwixt the 
animal ^Tid vigetable. — ^That nature will notfubmit 
to be confined by our definitions and divifions, 
and therefore, in the ftudy of man, as well as 
of other animals, and, in general, of every 
natural thing, we ought to attend to iaiXs and 
experience, and not to fyftems or opinions. — 
That if we will have a diflinguiihing charafte- 
riftic of our nature, the moft certain fcems to 
be, that we are more capable than any other a- 
nimal yet known, of improvement in the men- 
tal fticulties : And, accordingly, it was by this 
capability, that the antient peripatetic fchool de- 
fined our nature, when they faid, that man was 
an animal capable of underflanding and fcisnce. 

I WILL only fay further, that to trace this 
progrefs of our fpecies thro' all its various fta- 
gcs : — To mai'k by what flow and infenfible de- 
grees we have paft from the mere animal to the 
favage, and from the favage to the civilized man : 
— ^To enquire, whether, by the improvement of 
our faculties, we have mended our condition, 
and become bappier as well as wifer, is the ma- 
gnitm opus in tbe philofopby * of man, of which 
only one philofopher of our times has had an 
idea, but none hitherto has executed, 

* Monfieur J. j. Rouffcau. 
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A WILD GIRL. 



ONE evening in the month of Septem- 
ber 1731, a girl nine or ten years olJ, 
prcfled, as it would feem, by thirll, 
entered about the twilight; into Songi, 
a village fituated four or five leagues foiith oi' 
Chalons in Champagne. She had nothing 011 
her feet : her body was covered with rags ktA 
ikins : her hair with a gourd leaf; and her face 
«nd hands were black as a Ncgrcc's. She wab 
armed wkh a- fliort baton, tliicker at one end 
than the other, like a club. Thofe who £rft ob- 
fei'vcd her, took to their heels, crying out, 
"' There is the devil." And indeed her drefk 
and colour might very well fuggcft this idea to 
the country people. Happieft were they who 
could fooncft fecure their doors and windows ; 

A but 
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but one of them, thinking, perhaps, that the de- 
vil was afraid of dogs, fct loofc upon her a buH 
dog with an iron collar. The little favage fee- 
ing him advancing in a fiiry, kept her ground 
without flinching, grafping her little club with 
both hands, and ftretching herfelf to one fide, in 
order to give greater fcope to her blow. Per- 
ceiving the dog within her reach, fhc difcharged 
fuch a terrible blow on his head as laid him dead 
^t her feet. * Elated with her viftory, flie jump- 
: ; <4Afcveral times over the dead carcafe of the dog. 
Then fhc tried 'to open a door, which not being 
«ble to eflfeft, flie ran back to the country to- 
wards 4xc river, and mounting a tree, fell quietly 
afleep. 

The, late Vifcount d' Epinoy happened to be 
then at his country houfe of Songi ; where, ha- 
ving heard the vaiious accounts of the little fa- 
vage that had appeared on his grounds, he gave 
orders to catch her ; and particularly to tlie fhep- 
hcrd who had difcovcrcd her the firft in a vine- 
yard. 

One of the country people, by a very Cmple 
thought, but which was attributed to his great 

knowledge - 

* Some pcrfons who knew the young favage ibon 
after her firll appearance, give a different account of 
the adventure of the dog, placing it at Chalons, fooh 
after (he was paught. It is however certain, that 
the girl was not at all afraid of a great dog, having 
on fcveral Qccafions given proofs of the contrary. 
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knowledge of the manners and cuftoms of fa- 
vages, conjeaured that flbc was thirfty, and ad» 
vifed to place a pitcher full of water at the foot 
of the tree in which fhe was fitting, to tempt her 
to come down. They followed his advice ; and 
after placing the pitcher, retired from the tree, 
but ftill kept privatefy a clofe watch on her. Up- 
on which the little favage, after having firft 
looked fharply ai-ound, to fee whether any body 
obferved her, came down the tree, and went to- 
drink at the pitcher, plunging her chin into the 
water ; but fomething having ftartled her, (he 
regained the top of the tree before they had time 
to apprehend her.. 

This firff ffratagem having failed, the fame 

perfon by whom it had been fuggefted, again ad- 

vifed to place a woman and fome children near 

the tree, becaufe favages commonly are not fo 

fhy of them as of men ; and" he bade them above 

all fliow her a fiitndly air, and a fmiling coun* 

tcnancc. His directions were complied with. 

A woman with a child in her arms came walk- 

tng near the tree, carrying different forts of roots 

and two fi{hes in her handis, which (he held out 

to the favage, who, defirous-^to have them, de- 

/cended a branch or two, but went back again. 

The woman, ftill continuing her invitation with 

an afiable, pleafant countenance, accompanied 

W ith all poiEble figns of friendfhip, fuch as lay- 

A % ing 
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1115 her hand upon her breaft, as if to afllirc hev 
that flie loved her, and would do her no harm ; 
the favage was at laft emboldened to come down 
the tree to receive the roots and fifhes that were 
oSered her in fo kindly a manner : but the wo- 
man enticing her from the tree, by retirmg in- 
fenfibly, gave time to the men who were lying 
in wait for her, to advance and feize her. She 
never told me any thing of the grief fhe felt on 
being taken, nor of the efforts fhe made to e- 
fcape ; but we may eafily imagine both. She 
thinksi that, according to the beft of her recol- 
le^on, fhe was caught two or three days after* 
croffing a river. This river muft certainly be 
the Marne, which runs at about the diftance of 
half a league eaft from Songi : In which cafe the 
little favage muft have come from the (][uartar of 
LorraiD. 

The fhepherd and the reft who had caught 
and brought her to the caftle, carried her firft 
into the kitchen, till M. d' Epinoy (hould be in- 
formed of her arrival. The firft thing there 
that appeared to draw her attention, was fome 
fowls which the cook was dreiUng ; at thefe fhe 
flew fo greedily, and with fuch amazing agility^ 
thaf the aftoniflied cook beheld on.e of them in 
her teeth before he imagined fhe had reached it. 
M. d' Epinoy arriving in the mean time, and 

feeing 



&eing what {he was . eating, caufed give her an- 
unikinned rabbit, which ihe inilandy dripped of 
the ikin, and devoured. 



Those who confidcred her then, were of 
opinion, that fhe was about nine years of age» 
She Teemed black, as I have akeady faid ; but it 
fowl appeared, after wafhing her feveral times, 
tfiJk- fhe wasnaturally white, as ftte ftill cond- 
nues. They obferved'likewife, that her fingers, 
and in particular her thumbs-, were extraordina- 
rily large, in proportion to the reff of her hand, 
which, was.otherwife neat enough : And to this, 
day her thumbs retain fomewhat of that large- 
nefi, as I have Iben with my own eyes. By her 
account, thefe targe ftrong thuiAbs were very 
ufefulto her during her wild life in the woods : 
For when fhe had a mind to pafs from one tree 
to another, without being at the trouble of dc- • 
Ibending and remounting, if the branches of the 
two trees were b*ut at a fmall diflance from each 
other, and though of no greater thicknefs than her ■ 
finger,- fhe would place her thumbs on a branch. 
of the tree in which fHe happened to be, and by 
their means fpring to the other, jirfl: like a fqnir- 
rcl; From this we may judge of the flrength of 
thofe thumbs of her-s, which were able, in this 
manner, to fuflain the whole weight of her body 
in fpringing. The fimilitude of die fquirrel is ^ 
tmircly her own: and indeed the flying fquir-- 
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rels which ihc may have feen in her youch, . 
jnight have fuggeded to her this method of 
ttanfporting hcrlelf ; a circumftance that gives 
additional weight to the conjeftures which we 
ihall afterwards offer with refpcfl to her native 
couiitry. 

1 

M, d*Epinoy committed hcF to the care of 
the fiiepherd, who dwelt near the cafUe, recom- 
mending her to him in the mod anxious man- 
, Iter, and promifing ta reward him handfomely 
for his pains. The man accordingly took her- 
to his houfc, in order to begin to tame her ; and 
on this account they called her in the neigh- 
bourhood. The Jbepherd's beajl. We may well 
conceive, that it would require a con£iderable 
fpace of time, and fome harfli ufage to wean her 
from her former habits^ and to temper her 
fierce and favage difpoiition ; and I have good 
rcafon to believe, that fhe was very clofcly con- 
fined in this houfc ; for fhe informed me her* 

r 

felf, that fhe found means to make holes in the 
walls, and in the tiles of the roof, upon which 
fhe would run, with as much unconcern as oa 
the ground, never fuffering hcrfdf to. be retaken 
without a great deal of trouble, and paffing £> 
artfully, (as they afterivards told her) trough 
finall holes, that they could fcarcely believe their 
eyes, after they had feen her do it. It was thus 
that ihe efcaped ouce^ among feveral other time^^ 

out 
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out of this hoiire in a moft fevcre ftorm of froft 
and fnow ; on whicli occafion, after making 
good her efcape, (he betook herfelf for fhelter to a 
tree. The dread of the rcfcntmcnt of M. d'Epi- 
noy threw the whole family that night into a 
hurry and confuiion; who never imagining, 
that in fo excellive a froft, (he would have ven- 
tured into the country, rummaged every corner of 
the houic ', but finding all their refearches in vain, 
they at laft refolved, that they might leave no 
means untried, to look for her without likewifc ; 
where, behold, they find Mifs perched, as I have 
jufl faid, on the top of a tree ! from whence, 
however, they were lucky enough to prevail 
on her to defcend. 

1 MYSELF have been an eye-witnefs of fome 
inibmces of the eafe and fwiftnefs with which 
fhe ran, than which nothing trould be more fur- 
prifing; and yet what I faw was but the re- 
mains of her former agility, which long fick- 
Befs, and the want of pra^itice for many years, 
have greatly impaired. Without having fcen 
. it, itb hardly poffible to imagine her fingular and 
agile manner of running. . It was not at all by 
fbrting one foot before the other alternately, as 
we do ; it was a fort of flying gallop, almofl too 
quick for the eye,— It was rather jumping than 
running, one foot being kept coi^ftantiy behind 
fih£ other.. One could fcarcely obferye the mo- 
tion- 
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'^jr. riirir cihtz S^cr or fret; and to run a<» 
:cr>j v::":: h:r W2s i- ooffibk. The fmall ex- 
ir:-lf I W2S £bow:2. vhick wa» but a trifle, ha- 
"iir » Sti:; rcrf»^7:r-:»d oidy in a hall of no great 
Jtr-Jzi. ror-iir-vsJ rac. r.fT-rthilcfr, of the truth, 
c:' » Li: £r.i h^c tiv.! ^.e bdwe, that even fijr 
*V-.-:r:il t^jlt? antr ie was caught, fhe could: 
j"f --i^f the srizne in the chace. Of this {he 
gavcr proof in preiince of the Queen of Poland, 
juothcr to the Q^ieen of France, about the year 
1*5-, as ihe was going to take pofleffion of the 
Duchy of Lomin. That Princcft, in pafBhg Kjr 
Chilcns, havirig h,?ard of the young lavage, who. 
wrs at tJiat time in. the convent des Regentes^ 
had her brought before her. Though fhe had. 
bccR tlien feveral years tamed, yet her dif- 
poiitioD, her behaviour, even her voice and 
fpeech, were, as fhe affirms herfcif, but'like thofe 
of a child four or five vears old. The found 'of ' 
her voice, though weak, was fharp, fhrill, and. 
piercing ; and her words were fhort and con- 
f ufed, like thofe of a child, at a lois for terms to . 
exprefs it's meaning. In a word, . her childifli 
and familiar geftures and behaviour, fhewexl 
plainly, that as yet fhe only took notice of the 
pcrfons who carefled her the mof^ ; which the 
Queen of Poland did extremely. On being id- 
formed of the fwiftnefs of her running, the 
Qnccn dcfired that fhe might accompany her to 

the chacc. There finding herfclf-at liberty, and 

giving; 
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giving full /cope to her natural inclination, the 
young lavage purlued the hares and rabbits that 
were ftarted, took them, and returning at the 
fame pace, delivered them to the Queen. That 
Princefs difcovered fbme intention of carr)'ing 
the little favage along with her, in order to 
place her in a convent at Nancy ; but was diA 
funded from it by thoie who had the care of her 
education in the convent of Chalons, where (he 
was then boarded, at the expencc of the late 
Duke of Orleans. The Queen, however, -pro- 
xnifcd to write in her favour to lier daughter the 
Queen of France, to whom ihe fcnt at the fame 
time a plant, confifting of feveral branches of 
artificial flowers, prefented her by the Utde la* 
vage, who had already learned an art which Oie 
has pra£tifed much fince, that of imiuting na- 
ture in works of chat fort. Bv the (J^ath of the 
Queen of Poland, £he fufFcrcd a lois ifrhich tl^e 
fpodnc& of the Queen her daughter was sdoae 
fufficient to compenfate. — I return to the period 
immediately fubfequent to her capture, and to 
the beginning of her education. But before 
.entering upon that, I muft relate the moft cer- 
. tun accounts that have come to my knowledge 
of her adventures before {he made her appea- 
ranee in the village of Songi. 

Madamoiselle Le Blanc, the name by 
which fhc is now called, remembers perfectly 

wcU 
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well her having paded a river two or three day* 
before fhc was taken ; and we (hail fee by and 
by, that this is one of the moft certain fafts of 
her hiftory. She was then accompanied by ano« 
iher girl, a little older than herfelf, and a black 
likewife ; but whether that was her natural co^ 
lour, OP whether flie was only painted, like LcS 
BlanCy is uncertain. They were fwimming &• • 
crofs a rivei;^ and diving to catch fome fifhes, as 
I {hall have occafion to dcfcribe more particular-^ 
ly in the iequel, when they were obferved by 
one M. de St. Martin, a geRtleman of that 
neighbourhood, as Madamoifelle Le Blanc was 
afterwards told, who, feeing nothing but the two 
black heads of the children now and then ap- 
pearing above the water, miftook them, as. he 
fays himfelf, for two water cocks, and fired at 
them from a good diftance. Luckily, however, 
he mifled them ; but the report made them dive^, 
and retire farther off. 

The little Le Blanc, on her part; had a fifli 
m each hand, and an eel in her teeth. After 
having gutted and wafhed their fifli, flie and her 
companion eat, or rather devoured it ; for, by 
her account, they did not chew their meat, but 
holding it in their hand, tore it with their fore 
teeth into fmall pieces, which they fwallowed 
without chewing. After finifliing -their repaft, 
they dlrefted their courfe into the- country, lea- 
ving, 
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iFing the river at their back. Soon after, (he 
who is now become Madamoifelle Le Blanc, per* 
ceived the firft a chaplet on the ground, which, no 
doubt, had been dropt by fome paflengcr. Whether 
ihc novelty of the objecft delighted her, or whe- 
ther it brought to her remembrance fomething 
^i the fame kind that fhe had feen before, is 
not known ; but fhe immediately fell a dancing 
and exclaiming for joy : and being apprehenfivc 
left her companion fhould deprive her of her 
little trcafure, fhe flretched out her hand to take 
it up ; upon ¥^hich the other ^^ with her baton, 
ilruck her fo fevere a flroke on the hand, that 
fhe lofl the ufe of it for fome moments. She 
had, however, flrength enough left as with the 
weapon in her other hand to return the blow on 
the forehead of Jier antagonift, with fuch a force 
as to knock her to the ground, fcreaming fright- 
fully. The chaplet was the reward of her 
. vidlory, of which fhe made herfelf a bracelet. 
Touched in the mean time, as it would fceni, 
vith compaflion for her companion, whofe 
wound bled very much, fhe ran in feaixh of 
fome frogs, and finding one, fhe flrippcd off it's 
fkin, which fhe fpread on her forehead, to flop 
the bloody binding up the wound with a thread 
of the bark of a tree, which fhe peeled off with 
her n^ils. After this they feparated ; flic that 
was wounded taking the road towards the river, 
and ihc viCloriousJLe BlaiK that towards Songi. 

Ir 
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. It ^ill be imderftood that all thefe particulars, 
as well as many others, preceding and fubfequent 
to this adventure, of which I have fuppreft fe- 
vcral y were not recounted by IjC Blanc, till after 
flic had learnt to exprefs hcrfelf in French. But 
as to the principal faft, the quarrel bctw-ccn the 
two girls, it is one of the firft of which /he 
gave an account. Two having been fecn fwim- 
ming acrofs the river, as we have faid above» 
the people could haidly fail to enquire, by figns 
;it Icalt, at Le Blanc, very foon after flie was 
fcized, when tlie thing muft have been frefh 
in her memory, what was become of her 
companion. To which ihe anfwered, part- 
ly by iigns, and partly by words, (fuggefted 
to her, no doubt, at the time) that Jbe had 
made her redy meaning that flie had drawn 
her blood. Of this expreflion, tho* much talk'd 
of at the time, no mention is made, in a letter 
dated from Chalons the 9th of December 173 1, 
about two months after fhe was taken, and print- 
ed in the Mercury of France. According to the 
writer of that letter, flie only knew then a few 
French ivords ill articulated, fomc of which he 
mentions. 

I Have been able to difcover nothing certain 
with regard to the compankm of MadamoifcUc 

Le Blanc, M. dc L -, formerly preceptor to 

M. d'Epinoy's children, fay«, that when he firft 

became 



became acquainted with Le Blanc, about two 
years after her capture, it was reported in the 
country, that the other girl had been found dead 
at the diftance of fome leagues from the place 
where they had fought. Madamoifellc Le Blanc 
tells, that fhe heard of her having been found 
((he does not fay whether dead or alive) near 
Toul in Lorrain. In that cafe fhe muft, dangc- 
roully wounded as Ihe was, have rcfwam the 
Marne, which is equally improbable with what 
. Mademoifelle Lc Blanc further tells fhe heard of 
fome papers having been . found upon that girl, 
who was bigger and older than fhe, which could 
throw light upon their preceding adventures. 
The letter formerly mentioned, which was wrote 
recently after the thing happened, only fays, 
that the little Negro girl had been again feen 
near Cheppe, a village in the neighbourhood of 
Songi, but had not afterwards appeared. What- 
ever may have been the cafe, fhe was never more 
talk'd o£ 

There is much greater unceitainty flill as to 
what happened to thefe two children, previous 
to their arriving in Champagne ; Le Blanc's me- 
mory, on that head, being very indiflinft and 
confufed. I fhall relate, however, every parti- 
cular I have been able to draw from her in the 
feveral difiercnt converfations -wc have had to- 

B ' . gcthrr 
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gethcr fincc the commencement of our ac<}uain- 
tance, from which I (hall endeavour to form 
fome probable conjeftures about her native coun- 
try, and the adventures that may have brought 
her into Champagne.— -JBut to return to her 
hiftory. 

The fqueaking cries fhe utter*d thro* her 
throat, by way of language, were, I believe, 
not the leaft occafion of the harfli treatment fhe 
Sometimes underwent : They were indeed fright- 
ful, thofe of anger or fear efpecially, which I 
could eaiily conceive from a fpccimen exhibited 
by her in my prefence, of one of the moft mo- 
derate, expreffive of her joy or friendfliip, and 
at which, had I not been put on my guard be- 
forehand, I fhould have been heartily frighten- 
ed. The moft terrible of all were utter 'd by 
her on the approach of any unknown perfon, 
with an intention to take hold of her, at which 
fhe difcovered a horror that appeared alto- 
gether extraordinary. Of this fhe once gave a 
flrong inftance in. the houfe of M. de Beaupre, 
at prefcnt a counfellor of ftate, but at that time 
intendanfpi the province of Champagne, to whom 
fhe had been brought foon after, being placed in the 
hofpital general of St. Maur at Chalons, which, by 
the certificate of her baptifm, is fix'd to the 30th 
of Oftober 1 73 1 . A man who had heard of her 
abhorrence of being touched, refolved neverthe- 

lefs 
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lefs to embrace her, in ipite of the danger that 
he was told, as an unknown perfon he ran, in 
going too near her. She had in her hand at the 
time a piece of raw beef which flie was devour* 
ing with great fatis£a6lion : And by way of pre- • 
caution, they kept faft hold of her cloaths. The 
inflant fhe faw the man near her, in the attitude 
of taking hold of her arm, fhe gave him fuch 
a violent ftroke on the face, both with her hand, 
and the piece of flefli fhe held in it, that he was 
fo fhmn'd and blinded, as to be fcarcely able to 
keep his feet. The favage, at the fame time, 
believing the ftrangers around her to be fa many 
enemies, who intended to murder her, or dread- 
ing, perhaps, punifhment for what fhe had 
done, fprang out of their hands towards a win- 
dow, thro' which fhe had a view of trees and a 
river, intendingjto jump from it, and fo make her 
efcape ; which fhe would certainly have done, it 
they had not again catch'd hold of her. 

The weaning her from feeding on raw bloody 
flefh, and the leaves, branches, and roots of 
trees, was the mofl difficult and dangerous part 
of her reformation. Her flomach and confli- 
tution having been conftantly accuflomed to raw 
food, full of its natural juice, could by no means 
endure our artificial kinds of food, rendered by 
cookery, according to the opinion of fcveral 
phyficians, much more difficult of digcflion* 

Ba Whik 
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While fhc continued at the caftle of Songi^ and 
for the two firft years that {be ftaid in tlie ho- 
fpital of St. Maur at Chalons^ M. d'Epinoy, 
who took care of her, gave orders to carry her, 
from time to time, the raw fruits and roots ot 
which flic was fondeft ; but in the hofpital Qie 
was entirely deprived of raw flefli, and raw fifh- 
cs, which flie had found in great plenty about 
the caftle of Songi. She appeared particularly 
fond of filh, either from her natural tafte, or 
from her having acquired^ by cop ft ant cuftom 
from her childhood, the faculty of catching 
them in the w;atcr with more eafe, than fhe 
could the wild game by fpecd of foot. M. de 
L — — — remembers that flic retained this incli- 
nation for catching fifli in the water, two years 
after her capture : And the fam^ gentleman in- 
formed me, that the little fayage having beea 
one day brought by order of the V5fcount d*E- 

pinoy, to the caftle of Songi, where M. dje L 

then happened to be, no foorier perceived a door 
open which led to a large pond,, than flie imm^- 
diately ran and threw herfetf into it, ^dreft as 
fhe was, fwam round all the fides of it, and 
landing on aTmalt ifland, went in fearch. o'f frog$^ 
whicJb^ flie cat at her leifure. This circumftance 
puts me in mind of a comical adventure which 
flie tolU me herfclf . 



When 
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When any company vifitcd M. d*Epinoy at 
Songi, he ufed to fend for the girl, who foon be- 
came more tame, and began to difcover much 
good humour, ar \ a foftnefs and liumanity of 
difpofition, which the favagc life fhc had been 
obliged to follow for felf-prefervation, had not 
been able altogetJhcr to efface; for when fhe 
did not appear apprehenfive c3f any harm, fhe 
was very tra^Vable Bpd good humoured. One 
day then that fhe was prefent at a great enter- 
tainment in the caftle, obferving none of the de- 
licacies fhe efteemed, every thing being cook'd^ 
flie ran out like lightning, and traverfing all the 
ditches and ponds, returned with her apron full 
of living frogs, which fhe fprcad very liberally 
on the plates of all the guefls ; and quite over- 
joy'd at having found fuch good cheer, cried 
out, tien man man, done tien, (hold man man,. 
hold then) almofl the only fyllables fhe could then 
articulate. We may eafily figure to ourfelves 
the confufion and buflle this occafioned among 
the guefls, eveiy one endeavouring to avoid or 
throw away the frogs that were hopping all a- 
bout. The litde favage quite furprifed at the 
fmall value they feem'd to fet on her delicate 
fere, carefully gathered up the fcattercd frogs,, 
and threw them back again on the plates and ta- 
ble. The fame thing has happened fbveral times; 
la different companies^ 
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It was with the utmoft diiEculty that they dif- 
hajjituated her from eating raw &t{t\, and, by flow 
degrees, reconciled her to our cooked victuals. 
The firft trials fhe made to accuftomherfelf to vic- 
tuals dr^ with fait, and to drink wine, coft her 
her teeth, which, together with her nails, were 
preferved as a curioiity. She recovered, in- 
deed, a fet of new teeth juft like ours, but fhe 
irrecoverably hurt her health, which continues 
to be extremely delicate. From one dangerous 
dUbrder, flie immediately fell into another, all 
occafioned by intolerable pains in her ftomach 
and bowels, but efpecially in her throat, which 
became parch'd and inflam'd, owing, as the 
phyficians alT^rted, to the little exercife and 
nouriihment derived to thefe parts from her 
liew regimen, in coipparifon of what they had 
received from the raw viftuals fhe foriperly fed 
upon. Thefe pains frequently produced an u- 
niverfal fpafm over her whole body, apd weakr 
neflcs irreparable by aU the^arts of cookery. 
It was, perhaps, on account of fppie of* thefe 
diforders which threatne^ her with Jnjftant deaths 
that they thought proper to haflcn her baptifm. 
Of this ceremony, fhe does not retain the leafl re- 
membrance. She only mentions h«r having heard 
afterwards, that it was intended to give her fbrgod- 
fiither and god -mother, cither M, dc Beaupre,. 
governor -of Champagne, and a Lady called 
Madame. Dupin; or M. cle Choifcul bifhop of 

Chalonsy^ 



Chalons, and Madame de Beaupre the governor's 
lady ; but, in their absence, the adminiftrator 
a^id govcrnefs of the hofpital of St. Maur, pre- 
iented her ip their name at the Fount, and gave 
her the name of Mari Jngelique fliemmie U Blanc. 
The reafon pf giving her the nain& of Memmie^ 
that of the firft bifhop of Chalpns, was, as fhe 
fays, her having come from afar to receive the 
faith in this diocefe, where it had been formerly 
planted by that Saint, fiut it appears from her 
a£t o£ baptifm, that her godfather bore the faaic 
name. 

There was but fmaK probability of preferving 
Aladamoifelle le Blanc alive, her beftflate of health 
being a fickly languor, which fecm*d to be carry- 
ing her to the grave. - I was informed by M, 
Jj — — , that M. d'Epinpy, who was folicitous to 
fave her at any expence, fent a phyfician to fee 
her, who being at a lofs what to prefcribe, hint- 
ed, that it was neceflary to indulge her now and 
then witja a bit of raw flefh. Accordingly, fhe 
fays they gave her fome, but fhe could, by that 
time, only chew it, and fuck o^t the juice, not 
' Veing able to fwallow the flefh. Sometimes tqo, 
a Lady of the houfe, who had a great affeftion 
for her, would bring her a chicken oy. pigeon a* 
jive, of which fhe immediately fuck'd the blood 
warm, which fhe found to be g kind of balfam 
tb^t penetrated every gaf t of her body, feftcAe^ 

the. 
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academy of fciences, found her juft as (he enter- 
ed the inn, where he dined ivith her and the 
hoftefs, withotit letting her know that he had de- 
fignedly fallen in with her, or that fhe was the 
objeft of his curiofity. She informed him of 
the obligations under which flie lay to the Duke 
of Orleans, who had been at the expcncc of 
her board, fince the time he had fecn her on his 
way thro* Chalons, as he was returning from 
Metz in the year 1744 : And fhe expreft great re- 
gret at having been difTuaded from accepting of 
the charitable offer that Prince then rhade her, 
to place her in a convent at Paris. M. dc la 
Condamine promifed Le Blanc to be the inftru- 
ment of conveying her fentiments on this head 
to the Prince. Whb having been accordingly 
informed by him of the fituation of Le Blanc, 
and recjeiving at the fame time from the Vicar- 
general of Chalons fatisfadlion, with regard to 
her conduft ; he brought her to Paris, placed 
her m the convent of the Nouvelles Catholiques, 
in the ftreet St. Anne, and went thither himfelf 
to fee and converfe with her, that he might know 
what progrefe ihc had made in her ediif ation. 
It was there that fhe firfl partook of the holy 
facrament of the lafl fupper, and received con- 
firmation. Being afterwards removed to the 
convent of the vifitation at Chaillot, flill under 
the patronage of the late Duke of Orleans, fhe 
was making preparations for becoming a nunthere, 

when 
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rhen a ftroke fhe received on the head by the foil 
[of a window, an da long diforder which attacked 
ler immeditately afterwards, threw her into the 
I'oft inuniiient danger. Herlife was defpaired of ; 
lad by the advice of a phyfician fent to vifit her 
>y the Prince, flie was, by his orders, removed 
to Paris, to the hoiife of the Hofpitalieres, 
I in the fuburb St. Marceau, where fhe could 
more eafily receive the afliftance her iituation re- 
quired. The Duke of Orleans had the good* 
nefs perfonally to recommend her to the fuperi- 
or and fitters, and to engage not only to pay her 
board, but likeways all the medicines and trou- 
ble that fliould be thought ncceflary. That Prince 
has imdoubtedly received the reward of his cha- 
rity in the other world ; but in this, the unhappy 
Le Blanc rcapt very little benefit from his good in- 
tentions. In this fociety, which, by her means, 
hoped to procure a Prince for its prote(ftor, and 
in him undoubted fecurlty for her board, Lc 
Blanc found herfelf in a manner totally neglec- 
ted. I fhall leave the reader to imagine the me- 
lancholy reflections of this unhappy girl, on be- 
ing, by the death of her noble patron, left weak 
and languifhing, without either relation or friend 
to take care of her among thefe religious, who, 
by that event, faw all their expectations blafled ; 
at the fame time, in cafe of her recovering, fhe 
forcfaw what negleifl, and how many mortifica- 
tions 
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tions ihe muft undergo from perfons who had 
no profpeft of being repaid their advances on' 
her account. 

It was in thefe difagrceable circumftances 
that I faw her for the firft time in November 
1752. They were hardly mended, when Le 
Blanc had recovered as much ftrength as to be 
able to come herfelf to tell me, that the Duke of 
Orleans, the inheritor of his father's virtues, 
had undertaken to pay the nine months board 
that had fallen due for her fince 4iis father's 
death, and that fhe had befides, fome reafon to 
hope to be put on that Prince's lift, for & yearly 
penHon of 200 livres for life ; adding, at tlie 
fame ^irfae, that until this laft point ftiould be 
Cittled, which could not happen till the month 
of January following, fhe had accepted of a 
fmall apartment, which a perfon fhe mentioned 
had offered her. But how, fays I, do you pro- 
pofe to fubfift in this apartment for two months, 
and perhaps more, in your .fickly fituation ? 
For what purpofe, anfwered fhe, with a firm- 
nefs and confidence that furprifed me, has God 
brbught me from among wild beafts, and made- 
me a ChHftian ? not, furely, afterwards to a- 
bandon, and fufFer me to perifh for hunger : 
that is impoffible ; I know no other father but 
him, nor no other mother but the blefled Vir- 
gin ; 
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gin; their providence, therefore, wll fupport 
me. The plcafarc with which I fet down this 
anfwer, repays, with nfiiry, the pains I have ta- 
ken to compofe the preccdingrelation, whichlfhall . 
finifti with an account of the anfwers made by Le 
Blanc to the feveral qneftions I aiked her, with re- 
gard to what (he rccollefted of the firft part of her 
life: And I Ihall fnbjoin the conjeftures I have 
already promifed about her native country, 
and the accidents which may have brought her 
into France, and given occafion to the very Cn- 
guiar circumftances of her difcovcry and cap- 
ture, 

Madamoxsslle Le Blakc acknowledgei>' 
that ihe did not begin to refleft till after fhe had 
made fome progrefs in her education ; and that 
during her life in the woods, fhe had fcarcely 
any other ideas than a fenfe of her wants, and a 
defire to fatisfythem. She has no remembrance 
either of father or mother, or any other perfon 
of her own country, and hardly any of the coun- 
try itfclf, except that fhe docs not remember to 
have feen any houfes there, but only holes un« 
der gix>und, and a kind of huts like barracks, 
(a fimilitude of her own) into which they crept 
on all four ; and fhe has even an idea that thefe 
huts were covered with fnow. She adds, that 
fhe frequently 'mounted trees, either to protect 

C hctfelf 
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hcrfelf from wild beafts, or to difcovcr more 
eafily at a diftance animals proportioned to her 
ftrcngth and her wants, which flic attacked for 
food. Thefc circumftances were fb ftrongly 
fixed in her imagination, that when fhe began 
to underftand French, but before flic could ex- 
prefs herfelf in it, which did not happen till a 
long while after flic was taken, when aiked 
whence flic came, and who was her father and 
mother ? flie ufed to point to a tree, if there was 
one near her, and to the ground at the foot of 
it. The only particular of her infancy of which 
flie retains a flight remembrance, was her having 
feen, when very young, either in the fea or 
fome river, flie knows not which, a huge ani- 
mal fwimming with two feet, like a dog, having 
around head refembling that of a bull dog, find 
large fparkling eyes : that, feeing the creature 
approaching as if to devour her, flie efcaped to 
the land, and ran a great way off. I alked her 
if the creature had only two feet, and if it had 
hair, and of what colour ? To which flie an- 
fwercd. That flie did not take time to obferve it 
particularly ; but that flie fawno more than two 
feet with which it fwam : that it appeared to 
have but about one half of its body above the 
water, and the reft below : that flic believed flic 
faw hair on it, of a greyifli black colour, and 
ftiort, fomcwhat likethat of a dog whofe hair 

has been newly cut. 

Thxs 
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This defcription, fo nearly refcmbling that of 
a feal ; the vioLent inchnation Le Blanc retained 
for Icveral years after coming to France, of 
throwing herfelf into tlie water, fifhing there 
with her hands, fwimming in it in fpite of the 
cold and froft, and of eating every thing raw ; 
and the weaknefs and faintings ihe was at fird 
fubjedl to on feeling the heat of the fire or fun, 
appear to me to be certain proofs of her being 
bom in the north, fomcwherc near the Frozen 
Sea, where feals are fifhed for ; and federal other 
ob/ervations which I fhall fubmir to the reader, 
incline me to fufpeft that fhe is of the Efqui- 
maux nation, which inhabits the country of 
Labrador, lying to the north of Canada. 

Le Blanc acknowledges, that in the various 
relations Ihe " has made to me on different occa- 
fions, there are feveral particulars of which fhe 
retains but a confufed and indiftinft remem- 
brance, and which fhe fufpefts to be blended 
with circumftances that fhe may have imagined 
after fhe began to refieiSl on the queftions afked 
hiir at firfl, ' and conflantly repeated to her 
afterwards. 

She has, however, always affirmed, and ex- 
preiled by figns befoix fhe could fpeak French; 
that fhe had twice croffed the fea : and of thiis 
faft flie poUtively affured M. dela Coudaminc in 

C 2 thj 
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the jear 1747. As t« what (he has fometimes 
told of her haring been long on fea» by reafon 
of the (hip*s ftopptng at diflferent iflands, ihe is 
at preient fenfible that this was. only a repetition 
of fame conunentary (he has heard upon her 

adventures. I was informed by M. L that 

he heard a report about M. d'Epinoy's family, 
of the two Uttle £i¥ages having been (old in 
fome of the iilands of America, where, being 
favourites of their miftrefs, but difliked by their 
mafler, the miftrefs was obliged to (ell them a- 
gain, and fufier them to be reimbarked either in 
ohe (hip that had brought them^ or in fome 
other. Thefc circum(^ances tally pretty well with 
thofe fet forth in the letter already mentioned* 
printed in the Mercury of France : But it is 
apparent, that thefe particulars arKe ahogedier 
from coaje£hires more or le(s probable, formed 
upon the firft figns and expreflions that were ob- 
tained from the young girl, when (he began to 
fpeak French, fome months after being taken ; 
and certainly fo circum(^antiate a relation* 
founded on no better authority than figns, is 
very little to be depended on. 

Nor do I think we can have more depen- 
dence upon what Lc Blanc pretends to remember 
of there having been aboard the (hip in which 
(he was tranfported, fome people who under- 
ftood her language, which was nothing but 

(hriU 
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flirill piercing cries, formed in the throat, with- 
out any articulation or motion of the lips. As 
to her two embarkations, of which ihc has pre- 
ferved a pretty diftinft idea, and about which 
ftie has never varied, the truth of them, as well 
as of her having remained fbme time in a hot 
country ,fiich as our Weft India iflands, feems to 
be in fome meafure confirmed by this, that fugar 
canes, cafiave, or manioc, the known productions 
of the hotteft climates, were by no means new or 
lyiknown objects to her, for fhe remembers to 
have cat of them ; and the firft time they were 
fliewn her in France, fhe feized them vciy 
greedily. I take notice of thefe circumftances, 
becaufe they tend to form a connection between 
thcfcveral parts of the adventures that may have 
conducted Madamoifelle Le Blanc from tiie 
northern regions, of which fhe appears to be a 
native, firft into the Weft Indies, and from thence 
into Europe, fomewhere near the frontiers of 
France, 

She and her companion catched the fifli witl\ 
their hands, either in the fea, in lakes, or iu 
rivers ; for Madamoifelle Le Blanc could not ex- 
plain to me which ; nor could fhe give me any 
other defcription of their manner of filhing, ex- 
cept tha^^when they faw in the water, where 
iheir fight was extremely acute, any fifhcs, they 
inftantly purfued and catched them, then re- 

C 3 turned 
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fchcmc of fcratching a hok in the (hip with 
their nails» by wluch they xni^ make their 
efcape into the water. The crew, howeTer> 
luckily difcovcrcd their operations, in time e- 
nough to prevent the c^ft of them, and thereby 
efcaped an unavoidable dnipwreek. Thif attempt 
made them chain the two little favages in fuch a 
way as to put it out of their power to refui^e 
tkcir work, 

FnoM this we may believe, that thefc children 
required to be very fliarply looked after ; and 
their avedion to being touched, muft have increaf- 
ed the difficulty of keeping them. According to 
Lc Blanc's account, it was very troublefome to 
their governors to approach them ; for, whe- 
ther their abhorrence of being touched was na- 
tural to thefn, or proceeded from the remem- 
brance of their being carried off, or the dread of 
ill ufage, they became furious on perceiving any 
perfon come near them ; and it was neceflary 
for fuch perfon carefully to guard himfrlf againft 
' their arms and nails ; or, failing thcfe, againft 

« 

their fifts, which "»^ere weilded with a ftrcngth 
of arm gready fuperior to that of our childreii^: 
of the fame age*. 

r 

Upo^ their aiTival in Champagne, their arms^. 
^ by Madamoifelle Le Blanc's account, a 
ftickt.of.a^ thickncfs proportioned to their. 

ftrengtb>. 
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ibrength, haTing at its end a round knot of veiy 
hard wood, the whole in the (hape of a club, 
together with a knife refembling a gardener's 
pruning knife, but having two bludcs, each 
larger than that of a pruning knife,, folding 
down upon the oppollte fides of a wooden 
handle. : This laft inflrument fervcd principally 
to divide, and open, the animals they catched, or 
to defend thcmfelves in a clofe engagement. 
Thelc arms, fhe fays, they carried in a kind of 
bag or pockst, lixed to a large piece of fkfn,' 
which Wiis wrapped ix>und their bodies, and' 
reached down to their, l^nees. Upon mj afk- 
hig, Whether that drels did not incommode 
them in climbing u^ees, in the manner fhe had 
mentioned ? She anfwered, that it did not ; for 
that on fuch occafions, they held the back part 
of it in their teeth. Upon my inquiring with 
more than ordinary anxiety about this drefs, and 
their other ornaments, that I might the better find 
them out in ccrcain figures in my poflefiion, re- 
prefcnting Efquimaux, Ihe told me, that her firfl 
cloaths, arms, necklace, and pendants, were 
taken from her at M. d'Epinoy's : Thaf there 
were fome flrange characters engi'aved on her 
arms, which perhaps might haye led to a more 
particular difcovcry of her nation ; but that all 
thefe things were preferved by M, d*Epinoy as a 
curiofity, at whofe houfe fhe often faw them, 
and drdOfcd herfelf in them fometimes. I was 

told^ 
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told, however, 1>y M. de L — — , that he ncYcr 
knew any thing of thefe arms : But I have al- 
ready obferved, that this gentlemaa only faw 
Xe Blanc for the firft time in that hou£:, two 
years after her capture. She was then drefled 
in a kind of veft, or, as fhe fays herfelf, a jac- 

quet of fluff, which, by M. dc L *s account, 

did not hinder her, upon feeing a door open 
that led to a large pond, to run and throw her- 
felf into it, to iwim round all its fides, and to 
land upon a piece of drv- ground Ihe found in it, 
' where ihe fell a eating ^gs. 

/ 
It appears, that affer the cfcape of thefe two 
children, from wJiatetfer i .ace it was, being then 
■ incapable of any othor v: ws'or intentions than 
;%ho& of liberty and .felf^jircfervation, they pur- 
: fucd no other rout than chance or neceflity pre- 
'iented. At night, when, according to Le Blanc, 
.they faw more diftin£Uy than in the day» (which 
however muft not be underftood literally, though 
#ier eyes do ftill retain fomewhat of that facul- 
ty) they travelled about in fearch of food and 
drink. The fmaU game which they catched fit- 
ting, and the roots of trees, were their provi- 
fions ; their arms and nails fupplying the place of 
caterer and cook. They pafled the day either in 
holes, in bufhes, or upon trees, as the nature of 
the place permitted. The trees were their re- 
fuge againft the wild beafts which they difcovcr- 

ed 5 
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with one hand, and ufing the other by way of 

pillow. 

The largeft rivers did not at all ftop their 
journey either by day or night ; for they al- 
wife croflcd them without any dread : Some- 
times they entered them merely for the fake of 
drinking, which tliey performed by dipping in 
their chin up to the mouthj and fucking the' 
water like horfes. But they moft frequently 
entered the rivers to catch the fiflies they per- 
ceived at the bottom, which they brought afhore 
in their hands and mouths, there to open, fkin^ 
and eat them, as I have mentioned above. 

Having hinted to MadamoifcUe Le Blanc, 
that I had great difficulty to believe it poffiblc 
for her to make her way out of a deep river, in 
the manner fhe mentioned, without the affiftance 
of her hands and breath; flie aflTured me, that 
without fuch affiftance fhc always mounted to 
thefurface of the water, a very little breath being 
•alone fufficient for that purpofe, of which fhe 
had given an example only four years ago. Of 
this fhe fliowed me the manner, ftanding up- 
right, with both her arms held ftreiglit up, as if 
holding fomething above the water, having the 
end of her handkerchief between her teeth, like 
a fifli, breathing at thc^ fame time foftly, but 
without interruption, wiih each corner of her 

mouth 
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yf^ rar a, finoaker hcssdnes w\& one conier of his 
mofodi, wbile he hoiils !us pnpe in die other. 
In jiM W3T, bf Le Blianc^s accoanc^ &c and her 
compoaioa pa£d dse 9£zme tn dbcxr war to 
Socgi, wfaeve &c wxs ratm, as b t&nc rdate J. 



It rcmahis now irooL chefe SaBst, which are 
hf ao means all eqoafir certain, to form fome 
probable conjc&arcs about the wvr in which thefe 
two £nragc« were traniported to <mr continent, 
and remained tmdifcorcred till their arriral near 
Chalons in Champagne, 

IsDEPEXJ>ENT of the natoTil arerfion dif- 
covered b^ MadamoiiHIe Le Blanc at the £re» 
of her propenfity to phmge into the water in 
the coldeft weather, of her tafte for raw fifli, 
which was her favourite food, and of the other 
ob(enrations already fet down, which do not 
permit tis to doubt of her being a native of fbme 
northern region, bordering on thcf Frozen 
Ocean : Her white colour, juft like our own, is^ 
conclufive on this point, leaving not the fmalleft 
uncertainty: For it is an undoubted fad, that 
all the natives of the inland countries of Africa, 
and of the other warm and temperate climates of 
America, are either black, olive, or copper- 
coloured. If therefore the only remaining que- 
fiion were, How two young favages, of fome 

northern 



norflicm cotintiy, cotrld have come intd 
France ?— It might be Mved in toany different 
ways, all equally probable. But the difficulty 
here is, to account not only for the two fqparatc 
embarkations, of whith Le Blanc retains the re- 
membrance, butlikewife for her being caried 
to, and remaining fome time in a country where 
there trerd fugar canes and caffiive ; and further 
for the biack colour with which &e was paint«> 
ed. Though here it is by ho means our 
province or intention to compofe a romance, or 
to devifc imaginary adrenttfrcs, yet where cer- 
tajnrty is wanting, we muft look for probability. 
Of all the different iup^Jpofitions I have formed 
for conne6ling the various circumftances of this 
hiftoiy , iVhsLt follows is the iimpleft antl the moft 
probable. 

It is well knowft, that all the European nations 
who have colonies in America, are cfcliged to 
tarry thither flaves to cultivate the ground, and 
to prepare its different produAions, foch as fa- 
>^ar, indigo, tobacco, chocolate, coffee, drr. 
T^c Negroes of Africa, when csoried to the 
Weft Indies, a^dimate much of the iame tempera- 
ture widi their own, accommodate themfelves 
to It without uny difficulty, and thrive extremely 
well ; but all attempts to naturalise the favages 
t)f the northern regions to that country, have 
inxrved utifuccefsfol. The EngHfli, Dutch, and 

D Danes, 
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DaneSf who have colonies in fevcral of the Weft 
India iflands, as well as we, have more than once 
carried off fome of the Efquimaux favages who 
inhabit the country of Labrador to the north 
of Canada. I imagine then that the captain of 
a fliip from the north of Holland, or Scotland, 
or fome town in Norway, may have carried off a 
parcel of flavcs from fome northern country, 
from Labrador perhaps, with an intention to 
fell them in the Weft India iflands, where they 
may have had an opportunity of feeing and eat- 
ing fugar canes and manioc. The fame captain 
may probably have tranfported one or two of 
thefe flaves to Europe, either becaufe he could 
not find an opportunity of difpofing of them to 
itdvantage, or from caprice or curiofity; and 
the youth of our two little favages might natu- 
rally enough procure them that preference ; in 
which cafe, it is not improbable, that on his ar- 
rival in Europe, he may have either fold them, 
or given them away in a prefent. And it is 
likewife probable, that either through a frolic, 
or with a fraudulent intention, the proprietor ^ 
may have painted them black, by which means 
he might pafs them for natives of Guinea, and 
at the fame time avoid any challenge on account 
of bis having decoyed them away. There is in 
America a plant that yields a clear tranfparent li- 
quor, which fubbed on the Ikin, renders it perfcA- 
ly black ; This colour indeed wears off in about 

nine 
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nine or ten days ; but it may be rendered more 
durable by laying it on in ieveral coats, and 
mixing with it diflfcrent ingredients. Hitherto 
our fuppofitions are at leaft plaufible ; what fol- 
lows approrchcs much nearer to certainty, and 
even to demonftration, 

. It is indifputable, that fome way or other 
thefe two children have been bi-ought to Europe 
by fea. Now, the nearer we fhall fuppofe thie 
place where they were landed, to have bceQ to 
that where they were found, the more firaplc 
and natural will their ftory appear. Let us then 
foppofe them to have been fold in fome port of 
the Zuyder Sea, and, from thence conveyed by 
the Iflel, or by fome of the canals which trx- 
verfe the country thereabouts, to the habitation* 

of their new matters, either in the country of 
Guelders, for example, or in that of Clevcs, 
upon the banks of the Mofelle. We may judge 
from the account that has been given of the 
little Le Blanc, how difficult to keep fhe and her 
companion were, and that the firft moment they 
found an opportunity to efcape, they would not 
fail to make ufe of it. That country is very 
woody, and when once they had reached the 
foreft of the Ardennes, the reft of their ftory 
needs no explanation. We have feen that they 
pafled the day in trees, that they knew 
how to provide their food, and that they never 

D 2 travelled 
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travelled but at night. They either may hare 
roamed by chance, or their inftinA may have 
induced them to proceed, towards that quarter, 
where they faw the fun tl\rough the day, and 
particularly towards that point of the horizon 
where he had difappeared in the evenings and 
whither the twilight may have conduced them 
about the hour when they ufually began their 
journey, as when they fwam acrofs tlie Marnc. 
This journey, of feveral months continuance^ 
through a woody Country, although not amount* 
ing perhaps, to 50 leagues, in a ftceight line, may 
have brought them towards the ibuth.w«£bgact 
of Lorniin, and &om- dience into, that pa^. of 
Champagne where they were found. And thug 
the advemures o£ Le Btancma; heeai^y uoounu 
td for. A 

We may fortn a more fimple ftory ftiU, l^ 
fuppoiing thefe two little favages to hajre been 
tranfportedfrom their northern coimtry,.to fome 
of the French Weft-India iflands, fuch as St> 
Domingo, Guadalpupe, or MattinicQ, and to 
have been purchafed th^rc by fame FrcnchmaB> 
who foon after returned, with his family, to 
France, and fettled in Lorraine, having brought 
tl^fe two children thither along with him. It i* 
probable that they would fbon make their eicape. 
This would very naturally account for the little tfi 
Blanc's feeming to underftand fome French wordi, 
^nd mincing others, almoft inmiediately after 

£he. 
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flie was caught ; and likeways, for the circuni' 
fiances which they at firft difcovcred by her figws, 
and afterwards by her converfation^ of her ha- 
ving been about a ILady whom fhe had feen work- 
ing at a fort of tapeftry . This laft fiippofition toa 
requires but a very fhort ^ace of time, twelve 
or fifteen days perhaps, between her eicape from, 
her mafter in Lorrain, and her appearing near . 
Chalons. Whence we may more caffly con- 
ceive how her black colour ftill continued, altho' 
fhe had fwam acrofs one river at leaflr. This ap- 
pears to me to be only attended with one difficulty, 
namely, that altho' thefe two children were 
found fo near the place from whence they had " 
cfcaped, and their ftory became public, yet their 
mafters never difcovered themlelves. This ob- 
je£bioft, however, is by no means unanfwcrable,. 
Perhaps their mafter or miftrefs being tired of 
them, and having defpaired of being able to 
tam^ them, were not at all difpleafcd to* get rid 
of them, and therefore' gave themfclvcs no trou- 
ble about recovering them, or, at leafl, did not 
infift: on their being, reftored. This is^ iu fome 

meafure, confirmed by what M. dc L told 

me of fome enquiry having been made from 
Holland, as he thinks,, in confequence of which 
the young iavage was claimed front the late M . 
d*£pinoy, who refufed- to return her : But it 
fiiould feem that the requifition ha» been but 
£uiitly ihflfted on.. 



"^.-MOi^ 



Were any aatioa koo^"^ whicb nuuTc ufc of 
fuch ihriU pierciog cries tbra' this, thvoat, as 
were familuu to MadamQiielle le Blanc,, hy way. 
of language* we fhovld hare no doubt above 
bcr Dguvc country: But ftiU ihcmuft have coxae 
into France ia fom« fijth^way a^ we ha.vc been 
defcribing* If U alledgcd. tbat tha demand .of 
tbe young^la^age wasmacjc, on oceaGon o£ tke 
letter pubUfl^ lA tl:^ Mercury ; hut I have not 
been aUceenainly tg^.dd&oiireft fconv whence it 
cani^. Thien was tha time to havc^aced hei: to- 
her fi»urce» and la have been inuch more c^-- 
a£Uy acquaip^cd with . hpr* hiftory.. Perhaps it 
may not be too Jate.ftiU;..and.tbe puht kat ion ^f 
this relation may procure new Ug^t in dui^ very 
eurioua and darlc alEair ; which ia . 0&9 of the- 
principal motives thax have incUi«ed mc to com^ 
pofe it. 

I HAVE proved that there h. gxcat reafoa to^ 
think, that MadamoilbUe k Bfauu: is.of the Ef<^ 
quimauijE nation ; hufi as my proo£i are equi^ 
applicable to the lavages AfGpesDiaad; Spitz- 
hcrgeo, and Nova; Zemblay if itwiereof impov- 
* tan^e tO; know eKa^y^, whnher{he.i» a native of 
the continent of America^ or of that of Europe, 
it is ftUl in our power; Ai^r we know thac the 
American ravages, both men and womcn^ have 
a certain peculij^rity^. which diftinguiJSiet theaa. 
both from Europeans, Africapif and 
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No. n 

EXTRACT from the Register tf Bapthshs 
ef the parijb church <f St. Sulpice, cf the town 
«f ChaJoHS in Champagite.. 

TilE: u5chi dajc of: June; intbc year ^732^, 
witt> bnplizcdfajr, me; after. fiibftrilKlngy 
Ptieft-,.. Gahdii»B«giilar^ Prior, Curate, of St.. 
S^e^vcecof^ Ghfdo«s^> ht CIumpagn«^ Marie An- 
gsliqjute Mtmmie^ /aigtA ^Socmsi cleiv^en years^ whofe 
&ther and mother are unknown^ evxn tothe 
girl herielf, who has been either born in, or 
tranfpepted when* very yovng to fome \QxdA o£ 
America^ from "whence, by thedHpofition of a. 
mercilul providence, having Idnded in Finance, 
and^bdag ftlBijeonduAed by* the- lame goodnefs^ 
of G^d,-. iiito this diocefej has been afl^ft placed 
under Ae paOKmageof Our iOnftrious^biftop,, 
iq^ the hofpital g<»ierfti of S^. Maur, intawh^h- 
Ae €»teredi the- 3othv of Qftober kft ; her gwir 
£kkexi biing^ M. Mrnnmu leMtdnCi procurator 
erdte feid- Bol^iti^; and- Her godmother Dh- 
mmf(M& Maf40f-Nic9k- d'HttBifi, govertiefs of- the 
iiuEne- hefpitajl of - St. Manr, who. have attefted 
Ike dfty and' year as above; {So Segned,) Memmie 
b* Mpme^^"-D'MdJk, — F. C^uteroti Chanoine- 
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I, AFTER fuhicribingy pricft, canon-regular, 
prior, curate of St. Sulpice, do certify the pre- 
fent extra£t to be agreeable to its original. De- 
livered at Chalons, this 21ft of 0£tober 1750. 
(Signed,) DANS A IS, Prieur, Cure de St. 
Sulpice. 

No.n. 

J LETTE'R ivrote from Chalons in Champagne ^ 
of date the ^th of December 1731, by M. A M, 
N. on the fuhjeEf of the Sdvage Girl, found in 
the neighbourhood ef that tormn.-^^^^^Pubmbed in 
the Mercury of France^ for the month (f Decem- 
ber 173:. 

PERSUADED, Sir, that the fole intention of 
your memoirs is to gratify the curiofity of 
the public, about every pai*ticular which may 
contribute either to its advantage or entertain- 
ment, I fhall do myfelf the honour to anfwer 
your letter of the 2d of this month, with regard 
to the favage who has been found in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chalons, in which I ihall ac- 
quaint you both with the accounts I have 
received from others on this fubjeA, as well as 
with what I difcovered from perfonal converfa- 
tion with herfblf in my own houfe. And I ih^ 
begin with telling you, that as, by reafon of her 
hailing hitherto had but litde communication 
with the world y and of her knowing at prefent 

only 
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only a few French words* which Oie pronounces 
badly ; it h' almoft impoffible to conje£hice, of 
what country (he is a native: It is, however, 
certain, from the circumftances I am now to lay 
before you, tliiat {he is not a Norwegian, as has 
been reported. We are rather inclined to be- 
lieve, that fhe is a native of fome of the Weft- 
India iflands belonging to France, fuch as. Gua»- 
daloupe, Martinico, St, Chriftopiiers, St. Do- 
mingo, &c. becaufe a gentleman of Chalons, 
who has been at Guadaloupt, having ihown her 
fbme cafTave or manioc, a kind of bread ufed 
hy the Weil India. favages,.'fhe exclaimed for 
joy, aoid having fcized a bit q£ itj^ «at it ^ery 
greedily:. He likeways ihewed her fome other 
curiofitiies of the iame counutry, in wOch ihe 
took extraordinary delight,, plainly difcovering 
that fhe had ieeu things of the fame ki^d be- 
fore; whence we are. led to fufpeft at prefenTj 
diat ihe has rather come frara thajt couma^ than 
from Norway. 

Bt. the few worxk we have bccDuablc to. draw 
from her,, it appears, that ihe has crofs'd the 
fea.; that afterwards, a Ladf of diiiio^ion took 
care of her education, and had caufed her to be 
cloathed ; before which her only covering was a 
ikin ; that thiiXady kept her ihut up in her 
houfe, without ihffering her to be feen of any 
body ; but the Lady's huiband not chuiing to 

have 
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have fuch an extraoidii^Ty figure longer in his 
fapilj, conflantly ^^^fed before his wife, the 
girl was ol^ijiged to ruh awaj : And that at laft, 
ti^velling only in. the night, by the light of the 
moon, which, fiie calls, the candle of the Good 
Virgin^ fhe arrayed in the month of September 
laft at Songi^ a ^Mage diftant four miles from 
Chalons/ the property of M. d*Epinoy, whofc 
marriage with Madamoifelle de Lannoy, daugh- 
ter of the Count de Lazmoy, you have lately 
announced. 

It is likeways certain, that before her arrival 
at Songiy /he Vas ,f<^cn above Vitri le.Fran^ob 
in company with a negroe girl, with whom (he 
quarrelled, becaufe the. negroe would not allow 
her to adorn herfelf with a chaplet, which (he 
calls a great (* chime:) That the favage proving 
ftrongeft, the negroe left her, and had, fome- 
timt after, appeared near the village of Cheppc, 
not hr from Songi, but was no more feen af- 
terwards. As for our favage, having been difco- 
Tcred in a vineyard, fkinning and eating frogs 
along with leaves of trees, by the fhepherd of 
Songi, fhe was by him carried to the caftle* of 

M. d*Epinoy 

f 

* This is the word in the origiAal, and muft ei- 
ther be obfolete French, or of Le Blanc's own in- 
venting ; for I have not been able to diicover its 
meaning, either from di(5tionaries, or verbal infor^ 
mation. 
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M. d'Epinoy, who ordered the ihepherd to lodge, 
her in his houfe, and promifed to take care o£ 
her diet, &c. The attention paid her for near 
two months by this nobleman, who kept her 
the greateft part of the day in his fiamily, per- 
mitting her to fifh in his ditch, and featch for 
roots in his gardens, brought, a great deal of 
company to his hbnie* She was obferved to eat 
every thing raw, fuch as rabbles, which (he fkin- 
ned with her fingers, as expertly as any cook. 
She climbed trees more cafily than the moft a- 
gile woodmaiT, and when at the top of them, 
ihe imitated the notes of the different birds of 
her own country. I myfelf faw her, in a gar- 
den at Chalons, fearching in the ground for 
roots; and, for that purpofe, making ufe only 

of her thumb and foremoft finger, with which 
fhe would, in an inftant, make holes of a con- 
fiderable depth, and as ikilfuUy as could have 
been done, with a hough. 

The bifhop of Chalons, and the governor of 
the province, have been witnefles to her exerci- 
fes of this fort. The bifhop has fince placed her 
in the hofpital general of this town, into which 
the children of both fexes, belonging to the 
poorer inhabitants are received, and brought up 
to the age h£ 15 or 16 years, when they are put 
out to trades. It is there that they endeavour 
at prefent to tame and inftruA her. She fome- 

• times 
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times cats bread, but his entirely thro' complai- 
lance, for it gives her die heart-burn, as does 
every thing iJiat is falteJ. BHcuic and cook'd 
meat fet her a vomiting ;- and flie can endure no- 
thing in trhick meal is an ingredient : The go- 
vernor &£red to make her eat foihe fritters, bm 
on that 2k}coun€ fhe viKOuld hot tafte ibem^ She 
likes Macaroni, and is fond of brandy, cal* 
ling it burn-Jlomachp • {brule-ventre.J - Water is 
her uibal drink, which fke fucks oat of a 
pitcher like a cow, fitting on her knees. She 
will by no means fleep on a mattrafs, content- 
ing hcrfelf with the bare boards. She fwims 
extremely well, and catches fifh in the bottom of 
rivers. She calls a net ikbify, "in her country 
tlialeft. Tas^ yas, Ji^uU fignifies in her lan- 
guage, gtfod day, my girl; and when they call'd 
her, they faid, riam, riam, jfronl. From her thus 
explaining French words by thofe of her own 
country, it appears, that fhe begins to xmder^ 
fiand the meaning of the former^ 

As for the reft, fhe fccms to be about 18 
years old, * being of a middling fize, and of a 

complexion^ 



* Here there is certainly either an error of the 
prcfs, or of the copy. The extrafl of her bap- 
tiim in June 1732, calls her only eleven years old; 
and fhe muft then have had a more formed appear- 
ance^ than a common child of her age, her confB- 
tjotion having been {lengthened by the hardy life 

{be 
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compIeiTori a little dark/tho' the fkmof'thc 
-tjpper part of lierarm, as well as her bofottr, is 
white: She has lively bl\ie eyes: Her ipecch is 
dear and quick ; flic teems to have a good un- 
derftanding, from her learning readily what b 
taught her ; and flie fcws neatly enough'. She 
fhews that flbe knows how to work at s(* kind of 
tapeftry, by putting hcrfelf in the proper po- 
flure, and pafling the needle alternately down- 
wards and upwards.,- The govemcfe of die ho- 
fpital fays, flie imdcrftands Drefden work very 
well, which fhe mu-ft have been taught by the 
Lady who toolc care of her; but the garl' could 
not tell in what country that was, never having 
converfed with any body, nor gone abroad. 
They are inflrufting her at prefent in the Chri- 
Man religion : She fays, fhe delires to be bap- 
tized in the terref^rial paradife, by which flic 
means our churches. The curates in the neigh- 
bourhood of Songi have made her underftand 
by figns, that it is improper for her to climb 
trees, being unfeemly in a girl; and there- 
fore flie at prefent abftaiiis from doing fo. A 
I'umour has been, fpi'ead, of orders beipg given 
to carry her to court. It is not known how flic 

E has 

Dys iKub ittd» being^ conflaxitly etpe&d . tx>* the Avbrity 
of 4he weathfT. Aad in thii pr/efcat ypr. I75.4» 
flie does not. appear to be above 32 ^^ ' j4 year^ of 
age, alt&o* (he has^ laboui^- ixod&'wakf abd long 
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has got notice of this; but when any body 
^ocs to fee her fince, fhc is afraid to appear, 
cries, and is much diftreft, being apprehenfivc 
left they intend to carry her away from the 
hofpital, of which fhe is become very fond, the 
people there bein^ extremely attentive and care- 
ful about her. 

This, Sir, is all that I have been able to learn 
■with refpeft to the {Ituation of this girl. I fliall 
take care to inform you of her fpiritual acquili- 
tions, and of the ceremony of her baptifm, 
when it fhall happen. I have the honour to 
bo, &c. 



EXTRACT from another L^TTEK on the fam^ 

Suhje^l, 

DURING the refidence of this young girl a- 
bout the caftlc and village of M. d*Epi- 
noy, fhe gave proofs of an cxtrordinary faga- 
clty. Neither money, (of whofe value and ufc 
fhe is perhaps equally ignorant) threats, or ca- 
reflcs, had any efifeft upon her: But the ap- 
proach alone of a man, with an intention to 
touch her, made her utter frightful fhrieks, 
and produced a diforder in her eyes aiid whole 
appearance, that it were impoffiblc to imitate. 
It is thought cxtremgiy prudoit.in'thc.goyerAor 
to have removed her into one of the, bpHpi^ 

of 
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of Chalons, called the Renfermeriey where there 
Ihall be better opportunity of difcovering her 
ftate and origin, and of giving her the educati- 
on and inftiTiffion, of which ihe appears to be 
already capable. 

Before this retirement, flic was a great deal" 
more wild* Thoie who have fcen her run iiv 
the fields, fay,' that her manner of running was 
extremely fingular, her flep being fhort, but 
fo very quick and rapid, that fiis could eailly 
outftrip the fwifteft man. 

At prefcnt (he is employed in the hufineis of 
the houfe, and fhe lays her harid to every thing 
upith a good grace. Nothing appears above her 
ftrength, or difagreeable to hdr, from a firm 
perfuaiion, that obedience is neceflary for her 
being admitted one day to vifit the Holy Virgin 
her mother. 

The archbifhop of Vienna, in pafiing lately by 
tbis^town, defired to fee hen For that pvrpofc> 
fhe was brought by the fitters of the hqfpital to 
the governor's houfe. We beheld her that day, 
with a kind of horror, devouf' more than a 
pound and a half of raw beef» without once 
offering .to chew it; ahcn fell, with a foit of 
fury, pi\ a yq^ngrabbti tbai wa3 fet before^her, 
which fbcjkjgiii'd: iittf 'the twiaUing ^: aa- eye^ 

E 2 with 
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wiih an eafe that indicated a fiequent pra^lice^ 
and then devoured it in an inilant, without ta- 
king out its intrails. The archbiihop aik*d her 
a great many queftions, to which fhe made 
the fame anfwers that fhe had before made 
to others, not forgetting the adventure of a ne- 
groc girl, the companion of her journey, who 
has been fcen fince, but whom they have not 
bran able hitherto to apprehend. The fiften 
told us, that for fome time paft, they have been 
endeavouring to accuftom her to our ordinary 
food, in fpite of the difguft of her ftomach, to 
cooked vidluals and bread, which has made her 
vomit even her blood. They arc endeavouring, 
in a fingular way, to make her acquainted with, 
the principles of religicm, that flic may be (boii 
in a iituation to receive the £rft iacramcnt« « 



No.V. 

RE A SONS which incline us t0 think that Mada- 
moifelie le Blanc is df the nation of the Ejqui' 
iTiauXf favagcs inhabiting the country of Labra- 
dor, tying to the North of Canada, 

MADAMED«ri»XES6f8dcSt.Helene,anat!vt 
of Paris, but who has been now 46 years a 
nun4n th« Hotel Dieu of Quebec m Cafnada,and 
is. an mtimate ttcquakMance of mine, ient me a- 
prcfcnt wkich <ramc to my hand 4n thcy^ar 1 751 If 

It 
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It confifts of a variety of figures of the favagcs, 
with whom the French, and miflionaries of New 
France, have any intercourfe. Thefe figures, 
feveral of which reprefent entire families, are 
differently dreft, each in the Bifhion of its na- 
tion. For tho' they go almoft wholly naked at 
home, yet they have fome kind of cloaths or 
covering for holidays, and which they make u(e 
of when they come to traflfic with the Europe- 
ans. Among the reft are the figures of an Ef- 
quimaux man, and his wife carrying her child'. 
Along with thefe figures was tranfmitted me a 
circumftantial account of the manners of each: 
nation. 

The drefs of Ikins ufed by thefe Efquimaux, to- 
gether with the account tranfmitted to me of their 
country, appearance, and particular cufloms, 
bore fo firong a refemblance In my opinion to 
that of Madamoifelle Ic Blanc, as delivered by 
herlelf and others, that I immediately fufpc£led 
her to be of that nation. The more to fatisfy 
myfelf on this head, I rcfolved ta ti-y the force 
of nature in her, and after telling her that tlicre 

had been fent me from CimaJa feveral forts of 
figures which I intended to fliew her, T produ.- 
ced the box containing the f^vagc pupp.ts* Up- 
on opening the box, I fix'd my eyes (ledfaftly 
upon her to obferve her behaviour, and what 
ftoujd firft attraft her attention. Tho' feveral 

E 3. ci£- 
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I 

of the f]gur<r$ were more agreeable, and more 
ornamented than thofe of the Efquimaux, which 
exhibit hardly any veftige of the human figure, 
(he inftantly laid hold of the Efquimaux woman, 
and then of the man, which fhe attentively con- 
fidcred one after the other, without fpeaking ; 
not as any thing new or extraordinary to her, 
but as fomeching which (he had feen before, 
tho' ignorant where, and which flie deiired 
to recolleft. ^Perceiving her fo attentive to thefc 
two figures, I afk'd her fmiling, In order to make 
her fpcak, whether fhe difcovered there any of 
her relations ; I cannot tell, anfwercd (he, but 
I think I have feen that fomewherc. Howl 
faid I, men and women of that fliape ? Pretty 
much fo, anfwered fhe; but tfcey.had not that, 
(pointing to a fort of gloves which my figures 
have) : We never had any thing on our hands, 
continued fhe, unlcfe when we caught any 
large eels, or fuch like fifhes ; which we would 
fkin, and then thruft our hands and arms 
into thefe Ikins, which reached up to our el- 
bows. What a comical drefs, replied I ! Was 
that, of which you have an idea, no longer than 
this ? (That of my figures reaches only to about 
the middle of the thigh.) I think not, anfwered 
fhe ; but the hair was not on the outfide, as here. 
I then took up fome. figures of my other fava- 
ges, obferving to her the flrange fafhion of their 
ear-rings. She hardly took her eye off the firfl, 

which: 
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which fhe ftill held in her hand, and which ha4 
no ear-rings, to fay. Oh ! ours were neither like 
thofe in your hand^ nor did they hang below the 
ear ; but reached from the bottom of the ear 
down the back. As I could difcover nothing a- 
bout my figures, nor in the accounts feut me a- 
long with then\, that could give me any idea of 
this difference^ or whi?h might have fuggefted 
it to her, I imagined that it had only occurred to 
her from thie remembrance' of fomefhing flic had 
fccn in her younger days, and of which fhe had 
but a confufed idea. And, indeed, flie imme- 
diately added herfelf, thefe ideas are fo remote, 
that they are little to be depended on. 

It was not what flie faid updn this occafion 
that confirmed me in my opinion ; but that in- 
{liniH:, or natural unaffefted fentiment which 
attached her to thefe two figures alone, and ren- 
dered her indifferent to all the refl, as if nature 
had made her fenfible that fhe was not fo much 
concerned in the others as in thefe. Such, at 
leaft, was my reafoning on the diflinftion fhe 
made between them, and her faying fo natural- 
ly, ** We had nothing on our hands y' which the 
truth alone, tho' without her knowledge, made 
her utter. 

Not content with thefe firfl trials, I caufed 
produce a fmall canoe made of the bark of a 

tree,.. 
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tree, which was Tent along with the fayages, to 
fhow me what they made ufe of in place of our 
large fhips, to traverfc the Tea and the lakes. 
It is a kind of little boat, very narrow and fharp 
at both ends, the better to cut the water indiffe- 
r^ndy with each ; and the greater part of them 
are fufficicnt to contain only one peHbn. On 
Ihewing her this, which was rather more than 
two feet long, I afk'd her whether fhe knew 
it : Oh yes, faid fhe, I remember it pretty well ; 
but I think they were not altogether like this ; 
they were almoft entirely covered over, and, I 
believe, they had only a hole in the middle, 
which reached to about the waift of thofe who 
fat in them, and they went thus, (making the 
motion of ro^ving on both fides at once) cither 
backwards or fonvards, at their pleafure. This 
dcfcription of the canoe agreeing exaflly with 
tliat given me by Madame DuplejGis of the EC 
quiinaux canoe, of which Madamoifelle le Blanc 
was certainly ignorant, I had no further doubt 
of her being of that nation, and that the de-^ 

fcrjj)tion of the covered canoe of the Eiquimaux 
arofc from her remembrance of the original.. 
Whoever reads the extrafts from the account 
tranfmitted me along with my figures, cannot; 
fiiil to be of my opinion- 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Madame Du- 

plejfis de Sainte ffelene, to Madame tl- t, 

of date the yoth rf Sober 1751, m which men- 
tion is made of the Efyuimaux nation, 

MADAM, and my deareft friend, your fa- 
vages (hall be fcnt you this year, &c. The 
Efquimaux are the moft favage of favages. Tho* 
the manners of the other nations appear extra- 
ordir ry, they ftill retain fome tin£hir.e of hu- 
manity; but among the Efquimaux, an ahnoft 
incredible barbarirm uniTerially prevails. The 
bulk of their nation inhabits about Hudfon's 
Bay in the north ; fome- of them are likewajs 
to be found along the coafts of the country^ 
Labrador, an exceiBvely cold cduptryj boundef^ 
on one fide by that bay, and on the other^ bj 
part of the river St. Lawrence. They are a na^- 
tion of Anthropo{diagi, who devQur men 'when<r 
ever they can get them. They arp of a low 
ftaturc, white, and very fat. . In fpite of the fc- 
verity of the climate they hardly ever light a 
fire : It is thought they worihip that element. 
They eat their flefh raw, aud their ufual food 
is the flefh of feals. They drefs thcmfelves in 
the fkins of thofe animals, oi^ which they likcr. 
ways make bags, wherein they lay up quontiticg 

of 
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of their ficfh cut into fmall pieces, as proviflon 
for ihc (lormv feafon, 'ITiev arc as fond of the 
oil which they draw from this flefh, as drun- 
kards arc of wine. Thev "have holes under 
j,round where they lodge, and into which they 
creep on all four like beafls. Sometimes, in 
v/inter, they make themfclvcs huts of fnow, up- 
on the ice, of Ibmc bays, under which the wa- 
tt r is', perhaps, more than lOo feet deep: There 
they live without fire, only wearing a double 
covering of feals Ikins. Their v^omen, who 
i'tvr very neatly, make themfelvcs fmall \e{b 
of the ikins of birds, with the feathers ot\ 
the infide, to keep them warm. They al- 
fo have another kind of vefts made of the 
guts of white bears, which they open after ha- 
iring fcraped them, as if to make puddings of 
them ; thefe they join together in the form of a 
fhirt, which they put on above their veft of 
ftins, to prevent the water from ' penetrating 
It. They carry their children on their back, 
between their fkin and veft, fo that when they 
give them the breaft, they muft either haul the 
poor infants under their arm, Or over their 
IKouIder, for that purpofe. They give them no 
other clotli!ng, except a bit of blanket' about 
their lower parts, which they change when dirty. 
What the men ufe by way of breeches, has no 
opening in it, being nearly of the form of a 
brewer's apron, but more tight ; they tic it a- 

bout 
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bout their loins with a ftrihg. That of their 

women is open ; and when they fit on the 

ground, their ufual feat, they draw the end of 

their garment, which is long,^' between their 

thighs, from a fenfe of modefty. ' 

> 
Since the French hare made fcttlcments on 

the coaft of Labrador, for fifhing fcals, the Ef- 
quimaux approach them fometimes, and even 
traffic with them. No body underftands their 
language ; but they are very expert at expreffing 
their meaning by figns. Thpy are ingenious, 
and make all their own inftruments themfelves. 
They work in iron, and tan ikins. They make 
leather canoes, which are water-proof, and arc 
covered above in fuch a way, as to have only 
one opening in the middle, like a purfe, capable 
of containing a fingle man, who, tying this purfc 
round his waift, and feizing an oar in each hand, 
of the form fubjoined, he in that manner faces 
the moft ftormy weather, and the ftrongcft 
fifhes. The overturning this canoe is of no 
con/equence ; for it indantly recovers its right 
pofition. They &il equally well by either end, 
as occafion requires. They make like wife final! 
boats of wood, which their women row with 
their faces to the ftern, like our failors. 

The French, upon thcfe favages approaching 
them in the night, give them a difcharge or two 

of 
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of finaD cannon, which difperfes diem like birds* 
for they arc afrctid of fhot, and of men, for 
which reafon they never light fire, left the flame 
or fmoke fhould difcover them. They have 
formerly eaten feveral of our countrymen ; but 
others whom they had attacked told me, that 
having repulfcd and killed fome of the favagcs, 
and in order to conceal the ffaughtcr, for fear 
of exafperating the nation, having thrown the 
dead bodies into the fea, they did not fink, like 
thofe of other men, but floated on the furfacc, 
like cork. This peculiarity they attributed to 
their feeding on the fat and oil of fifhes. 

Several young Efquimaux girls have been 
caught and tamed in this town, of whom I have 
feen fome die in our hofpital;. They were ex- 
tremely well made, white, cleanly, and very gpod 
Chriftians, having nothing favage about them. 
They fpokc good French; and though they 
feemed happy in the houfes wha-e they ftaid, 
yet they were but fhort-lived, like the other fa- 
vages who refide with the French. They pay 
very dear for this kind of fiaves. here, on ac- 
count of the fcarcity of fervants ; but tliey get 
little ufe of them, as they very foon die. 
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&X7RAGTfram tsie account rf the Baron La 
HoNTAN, a Fratck officer, nvho travelled over 
all the n^rtb rf Canada, betwixt the years 
f6S3 and 1694, P. 6. &c. Of the E/qnimaux.. 



THE fource of the river St. Laurence, irc^. 
This river it about to or 22 leagues 
Ibroadat its mouth, 6c. Oh One fide ftands. 
Vl/k Percce, vrbkh is a. great rock, pierced 

through and through ^The Bifcayaus and 

Nonnam, in time of peace, fiih there for cod, 
iirc. Oh the other fide of the river appears the 
large country of Labrador, or of the Efquimaux, 
a nation fo barbarous and wild, that it has never 
been poflBble to civilize them». The Danes were 

the firft who. difcovered this nation. The 

country is ftdOi. of harbours- and bays, into which. 
Ac trading vefiek of "Quebec go in fummcr to 
traffic for the feals (kins brought them by the 
lavages. The traffic is carried. on in. this man- 
ner.. 

Whsneveh our fliipr have caft anchor, the 
ftvages come about them in fmall canoes made: 

F a£f 
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ot' fcrals fkins fc wed together, nearly in the fhapc 
t.f a weaver's fliuttlc, having a hole in the middle 
in which they failen tliemfelves with a cord, fit- 
ting on their hams. In this podtion they row 
with paddles, never leaning to cither Gdc, for 
fear of overturning. Upon their arrival diey 
difplay their ikins on the end of an oar, iignify' 
ing at the fame time time what they deflre in 
ejLchange, whether knives, powder, ball, fire- 
locks, hatchets, kettles, <irf. Every one in a 
word Ihews his merchandife, and intimate* 
•what he would have in return* The bargain 
being ftruck, they interchange their common- 
ties by means of a pole. If, on the one hand, 
thefe favages have the precaution not to come 
aboard our fhips, wp, on the other hand, arc 
as careful not to fuffer ourfelves to be Airround- 
ed by too great a number of their canoes ; for 
they have often made themfelves mafters of 
fmall fhips, while the failors were employed in 
handling and examining the ikins and mer- 
chandife.. It is neceflary to watch them nar- 
rowly at night ; for they havjc boats that fail as 
fwiftly as the wind, into "^^hich they enter in 
companies of tliirty or forty men at a time : Oa . 
this account the Normans, who fifh for. cod a? 
bout Newfoundland, and the Spaniards at Eorr 
tochoua, are obliged to arm light fwift failing 
merchant fliips to purfue and clear the coafl of 
thcni;. for ft^ldom a year pafles that they dou'Jt 

furprifc. 
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furprife fomc crews at land, and kill them. It 

is certain, that they amount to above 30,000 

fighting men ; but they are fuch cowards, that 

500 Cliftinos of Hudfon*s Bay ufually fight 5 or 

6000 of them. Their country is of great extent, 

reaching from the coaft oppofitc to the ifland of 

Minguan, on the north fide of the mouth of the 

river St. Laurence, all the way to Hudfon's 

ftraits. They croft daily to Newfoundl|pd 

by the ftraits of Bellille, which is but fevcn 

leagues broad. 

No. VIII. 

Memoirs of North Jmerica ; ©r, the continuation 
of the Baron La Hour Aii*s travelSy TotneH. 
P. 42. and 43. of the Dutch edition. 

fnpHE flying fquirrels are of the fize of a 

-* large rat, and of a whitifh grey colour. 
They arc called ^i«^, on account of their paff- 
ing from one tree to another by the help of a 
peculiar Ikin, which ftretches out like a wing, 
when they take thefe finsdl flights, * 

The feals, called by fome people fea calves ^ 
are as la^'ge as a bull dog. They live almoft" 
eonftantly In the water, and never go fai' from 
the fea fide. Thefe animals creep more than 
they walk. Their head is fhaped like that of 
an otter J and their feet refemble thofe of a 
goofe, but they have no legs. They frequent 
the cold coimtries, &c. 




